The

IGHTY EIGHTH

\Y VoicE @&

Published for the members of Eighth AIiIr Force

Val. Il
Issue 8

8th Air Force

Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana September 2003

Staff sergeant selects

Air “show stopper!”

Congratulations to the
Headquarters’ newest staff
sergeant selects:

608th Air Intelligence Squadron
+Senior Airman Jessica Clutz
+Senior Airman Talia Galindo
(Headquarters Airman of the Month
for August)

+Senior Airman Timothy Roznos

608th Combat Operations
Squadron
+Senior Airman Christopher Bell

608th Air Communications
Squadron
+Senior Airman Robert Blades
+Senior Airman Daeron Lockett
+Senior Airman Kathryn Lynch
+Senior Airman Gary Memolo

+Senior Airman Jeremy Schlake
+Senior Airman Ryan Sweeney
+Senior Airman Daphne Taylor
+Senior Airman Tina Vincent

photo by Master Sgt. Kenneth Fidler
ZHUKOVSKY, Russia— Russian air force Col. Magomed Tolboev looks out
from the cockpit of the U.S. B-52 Stratofortress bomber that landed here
Aug. 20 for the 6th Moscow Space and Aviation Show. In Russia, Tolboev is
revered much like test pilot Chuck Yeager is in the United States. He is a
former Soviet Union pilot and cosmonaut who tested military aircraft at this
once secret air base. The B-52 is assigned to the 5th Bomb Wing at Minot
Air Force Base, N.D.

Army megtsMinot sscurity nesds

By Rebecca Anne Fritz
5th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

26th Operational Weather
Squadron
+Senior Airman Carlos Austin
+Senior Airman Gretchen Craine
+Senior Airman Celena Jones
+Senior Airman Michelle Lucas

Hnited Stales
Air Force

ensure the base's people and resources

continue to have awell-staffed force.
Members of the battalion wereready to

join Team Minot and do their part to pro-

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, N.D. —For

more than six months, the 5th Security
Forces Squadroninstallation entry control-
lers have been working with augmentees

vide homeland security, said 1st Lt. Rich-
ard Mielke, the Detachment 1, Company A,
141st Engineering Combat Battalion pla-

= to help protect Minot Air Force Base. toon leader.
T e Instead of recruiting airmen from vari- The Guardsmen are helping to fill the
i oussquadronsacrossthe base, the5th SFS  gap caused by security forces deployments
-ﬂll’llﬂlﬂﬂﬁ-lﬂl has been working hand in hand with Army
September 18 National Guardsmen from Wishek, N.D., to ® See GUARD, page 3

Global Presence...Global Influence...Global Responsibility



September 2003

Commentary

2

Motorcyclesdon’t kill people- peoplekill people

By Master Sgt. Ty Foster
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

PETERSONAIR FORCE BASE, Calo.
— Last year, | wrote an article about mo-
torcycle safety titled, “What were they
thinking?’ | should have called it, “Why
weren't they thinking?’

For asmany yearsas| have been arider,
even longer, | have been concerned about
motorcycle safety.

Two months before | bought my first
bike, amotorcycle passed me on the right
as| wasturning right. As his bike crashed
into the side of my parents 1970 Chevy
pickup, everything began moving in slow
motion. Heflew 30 feet through theair right
over the hood of the truck. Two other mo-
torcyclists waiting to turn at the intersec-
tion watched in dismay asthishuman pro-
jectile hurled toward them and hismangled
bike careened their way.

He landed face-up and unconscious
underneath the nearest bike and his right
leg had a gash so severe | thought it had
been severed. Pulling the bike off of him, |
looked at hishelmetlesshead. Hisface, cut
by my rearview mirror, waslacerated from
the top of his forehead to the tip of his
nose. Blood pooled over his closed eyes.

Hismotorcycleended upintheditch 10
feet away. The Hamms beer that had been
between hislegs as he began hisimpatient
pass was in the grass near my parents
truck. Hisname, | had learned, was Ricky
Hicks, and hewasalive.

I met him, under better circumstances,
about a year later. It had taken about 300
stitches to fix his wounds and he almost
did lose his leg. He told me it wasn’t my
fault. He was drunk and had done a stupid
thing. Why wasn't he thinking?

| was 18 years old. | am 42 now, and |
can remember that wreck like it happened
yesterday.

Between then and now, | have logged
tens of thousands of mileson motorcycles.
| have taught motorcycle safety at eight
sitesintwo statesto morethan 650 people.
| have written countlessarticles, conducted
workshops, inspections, and demonstra-
tionsin an effort to stem thered tide of Air
Force motorcycle deaths and injuries.

But it hasn’'t worked.

OnApril 10, tworiderswereona
divided highway with aposted speed
limit of 50 kilometers per hour — that
isabout 31 mph. Rider No. 1 zipped
between two cars at a high rate of
speed. Asheentered agradual curve,
his motorcycle began to lose con-
trol. He skidded for 198 feet, hit the
median, was g ected from thebikeand
collided with an on-coming vehicle.
Hewasdragged 30 feet and tumbled
another 103 feet. Rider No. 2 watched
hisfriend die.

Rider No. 1 had just picked his
bike up from the shop where it had
beeninfor brake problemsresulting
from aresult of a previous mishap.
He had attended motorcycle safety
training about 18 monthsearlier.

Why wasn'’t he thinking?

Another Air Force rider and his
buddy wereout for aride May 24 on
a new road. There were no street
lights, minimal street markings and
neither rider had driven it before. At
aspeed in excessof 60 mph— posted
45 mph — an unannounced curve
sneaked up onthem. Rider No. 1 ap-
plied hisbrakeshard. Rider No. 2 swerved
around rider No. 1 who then struck thecurb
and went airborne. Two hundred twenty
two feet later the dust began to settle on
the mangled bike. This rider No. 2 aso
watched his friend die. Neither rider was
wearing the required protective gear.

Why weren't they thinking?

On June 1, an Air Force motorcyclist
with apassenger was doing about 120 mph
ina60-mph zonedown adivided four-lane
highway. Approaching a curve, the front
tire left the pavement edge. They crashed
in the grass median and were launched
about 500 feet. The operator lived but the
passenger suffered traumatic head injuries
and later died. They had been at a party,
then went on a beer run while the desig-
nated drivers were taking people home.
Neither woretherequired protective gear.

Why didn’t they think?

| would recount more of these tragic
losses, but it makes me sick to read them,
to envision their final realities. Last year,

photo by Tech. Sgt. Marilyn C. Halliday

Technical Sgt. Dan Agisotelis from the 70th
Intelligence Wing, suits up with all of his
mandatory safety gear before riding.

welogt 16 armeninfata motorcyclecrashes
— ClassA mishaps—Air Forcewide. This
year, we have already lost 19.

Unfortunately, morewill die.

| have realized there is no panacea, no
cure-all to eliminatethe deaths of Air Force
motorcyclists. Asinvolved in their rider’s
lives as supervisors and commanders can
be, they can’'t make the decisions. It ison
therider. For whenridersdecideto straddle
their bikes, start them, shift into gear and
roll onto the road, they have accepted the
risk and theresponsihility for whatever may
occur. Their split-second decision to speed
up, slow down, swerveor not to ride after a
drink of alcohol isin their hands.

Some people think we motorcyclists
have an attitude. | think they are right. |
just wish the attitude every one of us had
was the same as that of Gen. Lance Lord,
commander of Air Force Space Command,
“Safety is an attitude — get one!”

If they did, they would probably liveto
ridealot longer. wzr
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Base, N.D.

® GUARD, from page 1

and people leaving active duty, he said.
“Thesetroopsredizethey arevery lucky

to bestationed herein North Dakota,” Lieu-

tenant Mielke said. “We could have been

photo by Airman Alicia Sarkkinen
Army Spc. Justin Jenner, Detachment 1, Company A, 141st
Engineering Combat Battalion heavy equipment operator, checks
underneath a vehicle for explosives at a gate at Minot Air Force

sent over to
Iraq.We were
more than happy
whenwerealized
wewere going to
serve as Air
Force-
augmentees and
be stationed in
our home state.”

When called
to perform their
normal dutiesfor
theArmy ascom-
bat engineers,
they are the first
in and last out of
any situation, he
said. Their tasks
include overcom-
ing obstacles
placed by the op-
posing forces,
planting
minefields, dig-
ging tank ditches,
explosive ordi-
nance disposal,
route reconnais-
sance, and con-
structing surviv-
ability positions.
Engineers are
used in either the
offense or de-
fense depending
on how thefight-

ing isgoing.

Augmentees have taken on anew role
with the 5th SFS asinstallation entry con-
trollers. A far cry fromtheir previoustrain-
ing, the Guardsmen |earned their new trades
in amatter of days.

TheArmy augmenteeswere put through

a condensed security forces course estab-
lished by the Air Force, said Master Sgt.
Paul Sullivan, the 5th SFS police services
non-commissioned officer in charge.

“(They) were trained in apprehension
techniques, Air Force standards for use of
force, identification card recognition and
loca-areatraining,” Sergeant Sullivan said.
“Oncethey completed the classroom train-
ing, they had 30 days of on-the-job train-
ing before they went through a position-
qualification evaluation.”

“Whenwearrived February 10, wewent
directly into security forces classroom
training,” Lieutenant Mielke said. “ There
was some confusion over differences in
Army and Air Force standards, but alot of
Air Force guys came forward to assist our
menintheir training.”

The5th SFStroops madethe 141st ECB
feel welcome and helped them get settled
into their new duty assignments, Lieuten-
ant Mielke said. Augmentees enjoyed the
Air Force accommodations provided to
them during their temporary-duty assign-
ments. While assigned at Minot,
augmentees live in temporary lodging fa-
cilities. Augmenteeswere given meal cards
so they could use the dining facility, and
other on-basefacilities.

“We were just surprised by what we
found here at Minot,” Lieutenant Mielke
said. “With everything offered here, we
would never have to leave the base.”

Guardsmen could continue to serve as
security forces augmentees for a second
year if needed, said Sergeant Sullivan.

“WEe' re hereto help (the security forces)
reach their mission requirementsfor over-
seas missions, keep up their manning
strength and help keep their current level
of security whereit needsto be,” Lieuten-
ant Mielke said. “And we'll be here until
we' re no longer needed.” wzy
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8AF commander sends birthday greetings

By Lt. Gen. Bruce Carlson
Commander, 8th Air Force

With the single stroke of a pen 56
years ago, President Harry S. Truman
created the United States Air Force
as a separate armed service.

Since then—in war and peace—
the “Mighty Eighth” has been part
of an organization that has main-
tained aworldwide vigil, responding
rapidly with unparalleled reach and
power.

As we prepare to celebrate
another anniversary September 18, |
want to thank you, the men and
women of Eighth Air Force for your
selfless contributions to our nation’s
defense.

We have some of America’s finest
citizens serving in the military, and
the airmen of today’sAir Force
epitomize the excellence that reflects
all of the qualities that make our
country great.

Since the birth of our service,
members of Eighth Air Force, past
and present, have paved the way and

served
the Air
Force
with
honor,
courage
and
distinc-
tion,
both at
home
and in
far-off
lands.
TheAir Force already had a
foundation built in the Army Air
Corps by aviation pioneers such as
Brig. Gen. Billy Mitchell and Gen.
“Hap” Arnold. Exploits of Eighth Air
Force over Germany are still re-
counted as the “stuff of legends.”
Since that time, the men and
women of America sAir Force have
ceaselessly and selflessly mastered
the challenges of a changing world.
America’s wars have been fought on
many fronts far from home—in the
jungles of the south Pacific, the

Lt. Gen. Bruce Carlson

bloody beaches of Normandy, the icy
slopes of the Korean Peninsula, the
rice paddies of Vietnam, the moun-
tains and caves of Afghanistan and
just recently, in the deserts of Irag.
And each time when called upon, our
Air Force has enabled aerospace
power to serve the cause of peace
and freedom.

Today we have more than five
decades of remarkable accomplish-
ment in air power to draw upon. You
are part of the transformation that is
bringing the Air Force into the 21%
century. Taking advantage of tech-
nological innovations and develop-
ments over the past few years, our
Air Force has truly become an air
and space force second to none.

Revel in the accomplishments of
our past while you seek out the
challenges of the future. You are part
of the proud tradition and heritage of
our Air Force and the “Mighty
Eighth,” and you will ensure that we
translate the victories of the past
into greater successes in the future.
Happy Birthday!

Senate confirms vice commander’s second star

From Staff reports ing his more atour on the
than 27 years Air Staff as
BARKSDALEAIRFORCE of service, the the B-52 Pro-
BASE, La— The vice com- general has gram Element
mander of the“Mighty Eighth”  held various Monitor, and
found out he will soon risein  assignments then serving
rank when it was announced inflying units on the secre-
Aug. 1thattheU.S. Senatehad including tary of theAir
confirmed hispromotiontoma-  tours as an Force staff as
jor general. aircraft main- an executive
Brigadier Gen. Gregory tenance of- officer tothe
Power has been awarded his ficer, B-52G director of
second star, and is one of 20 aircraft com- strategic,
Air Forcebrigadier generalsto  mander and special op-
receive c;onfirmation. _He as- instructor pi- Brig. Gen. Greg Power erations
sumed his current position at  lot, and B-52 forces and
EighthAir ForceAugust 2002.  standardization and evaluation  airlift programs.
General Power wascommis-  co-pilot. Additionally, Brig. Gen.

sionedin 1975 after completing
the Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University ROTC program. Dur-

His staff experience in-
cludes an Air Staff Training
Program tour at the Pentagon,

Power has commanded a B-52
squadron at Loring AFB,
Maine, and a B-2 Operations

Group at Whiteman AFB, Mo.
He also commanded the 5"
Bomb Wing at Minot AFB,
N.D., and prior to assuming his
current position, commanded
the 55" Wing at Offutt AFB,
Neb.

The genera is a command
pilot with more than 3,900 fly-
ing hours

Heisexperiencedinmultiple
aircraft weapon systems and
hasflowntheT-37, T-38, B-52,
B-2and RC-135.

Genera Power isarecipient
of the Defense Superior Service
Medal, Legion of Merit with
one oak leaf cluster, Meritori-
ous Service Meda with two oak
leaf clusters, and the Air Force
Commendation Medal . sz
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Air Force unvals new utility uniform plan

By Tech. Sgt. David A. Jablonski
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Air Forceofficials
announced Aug. 6 plans for the wear test
of anew utility uniform to possibly
replace the current battle dress uniform.

The blue, gray and green tiger-stripe
camouflage ensembleisadeparturefrom
the current woodland pattern uniform
and includes many new features that are
intended to increase functionality and
provide adistinctive look for airmen of
the 21st century, officials said.

Three-hundred uniformswill undergo
wear testing from January to July at
Elmendorf AFB, Alaska; Hurlburt Field,
Fla.; Langley AFB, Va.; Luke AFB, Ariz.;
McChord AFB, Wash.; Ramstein Air
Base, Germany; RobinsAFB, Ga,;
Vandenberg AFB, Calif.; and Wright-
Patterson AFB, Ohio. Thetest will
generate feedback about fit, durability
and functionality.

“Our intent isto create auniform that
will bedistinctive, practical, easy to
maintain, comfortable and, most impor-
tant, auniform you will be proud to
wear,” said Air Force Chief of Staff Gen.
John P. Jumper.

“We have become amore expedition-
ary force, with lesstime at home to spend
caring for theuniform,” Jumper said. “In
the last 20 years, material technology has
improved greatly. Asaresult, we have
designed one uniform that can satisfy
our various climates and utility needs,

while eliminating the need

for professional ironing to
provide a polished appear-
ance.”

Jumper said the distinc-
tiveAir Forceuniformis
designed tofit well, look
sharp and require much less
maintenance than the
current uniform.

“We (also) need to
ensure our airmen have a
uniformthat fulfillsour
unique air and space
missions,” he added.

Chief Master Sgt. of the
Air Force Gerald R. Murray,
explainsthat great careis
being taken to ensure the
best possible uniformis
created to meet future
needs.

“| believe that one of the
great strengths of our Air
Forceand itsairmenisthe
ability to adapt to new
missions, new technologies
and an ever-changing world
landscape,” he said. “This
new utility uniformisanother example of
seeing aneed for improvement and
moving forward.”

A key step in bringing any new
uniformitem into serviceisfeedback from
airmeninthefield, Murray said.

“1 believeit’sauniform fitting of the
world’sgreatest expeditionary Air Force
and one that
wewill be
proud to

. -'g.'r. ! A

photos by Master Sgt. Jim Varhegyi
wear,” he said. “We want your feedback
aswell — not shoot-from-the-hip
feedback, but feedback that comesfrom
seeing the uniform in action and thinking
about how it will meet your needs based
on your work environment.

“It'simportant to remember that thisis

awear test, and the decision about
whether or not to adopt some, all or none

® See UNIFORM, page 7

Left: Tech. Sgt. Thomas Stone (left) and Capt. Rachel
Sullivan, both with the 89th Maintenance Group at
Andrews Air Force Base, Md., give the optional Henley-
style T-shirt a try while putting the test utility uniform
through its paces on the flightline. Above: Second Lt.
Arcelia Miller, from the Air Force’s special security office,
puts the Air Force test utility uniform through its paces
at an entry control point. The blue, gray and green tiger-
stripe camouflage ensemble includes many new features
intended to increase functionality while providing a
distinctive look for the 21st century airmen. The uniforms
will undergo wear-testing beginning in January 4.
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Aerospace Warrior Attitude

Saff Sgt. David Wooddéll
694th Support Squadron
Fort Meade, Md.

Years of service: 7 years, 8 months
Hometown: Tyler, Texas

Family: Wife, Michelle

Job title: NCOIC, Civil Engineering

Primary duties and responsibilities:
Management and maintenance programs
for 13 facilities and 14 acres supporting
the 694" Intelligence Group, 70" Intelli-
genceWing, and Nationa Security Agency
missions.

Most rewar dingjob aspect: Taking care
of my airmen, command and other service
members.

Goals: | amworking to completethelast
few requirements to submit a package to
the Airmen Education and Commission-
ing Program board. If selected, | will work
for two more years to complete an Aero-
space Engineering Degree at TexasA&M
University.

I’m most proud of: My success in the
accomplishment of seemingly impossible
tasks sinceworking outside of my AFSC.
| was selected as the squadron NCO of
the Quarter for second quarter 2003 and |
received the squadron’s“ Can-Do” award
for February 2003.

My best asset: Adaptability!

What motivatesyour winning attitude:
Support, recognition and the satisfaction
of seeing afinished product’s direct im-
pact on our people

Favoriteaspectsof Fort M eade: People
whowork below, above and alongsideme.
Fort Meadeisachallenging duty location.
However, knowing that | have the sup-
port of my peers, squadron, group and
wing makeit very easy for astaff sergeant
to accomplish here what they could not
elsewhere.

Eighth Air Force Salutes!

Certificateof
Service

Brigadier Gen. Greg
Power, 8th Air Force vice
commander, presents his
secretary, Pat Thomas
with her 30-year Certificate
of Service award Aug. 7.
Ella Burt, 608th Air
Operations Group, received
her 20-year certificate during
the same ceremony.

Captain Lisa Holmes
gets pinned to her new
rank by her husband
Tech. Sgt. James
Holmes (left) and her
sister, Mary Thompson
(right) during a recent
ceremony. Holmes is the
personnel officer for
senior officer matters at
Headquarters Eighth Air
Force.

hoto by Master Sgt. Rick DelaHaya

photo by Capt. Denise Kerr

Brigadier Gen. Greg
Power, 8th Air Force
vice commander (left)
and husband, Doug
Rupp (right) pin first
lieutenant rank on
Karen Rupp during a
recent ceremony.
Rupp is the executive
officer for General
Power.
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Airmen get peek at new wash-and-wear uniform

By Tech. Sgt. David A. Jablonski
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — A prototype of the
new Air Force utility uniform wasunveiled
July 9invarious duty sectionsat Andrews
Air ForceBase, Md., and BollingAFB, D.C.

Senior Master Sgt. Jacqueline Dean,
fromtheAir Force uniform board, enlisted
theaid of eight airmen to demonstrate both
themen’sand women'’sversion of the blue,
gray and green tiger-stripe camouflage
uniform for photographers.

Opinionsvaried, but werelargely posi-
tive,

Second Lt. ArceliaMiller, from theAir
Force's special security office, tested the
uniform in an entry control point environ-
ment at Andrews.

“1 like (the blouse) tuckedin,” she said.
“It looks super.”

Miller said shealso liked the uniform’s
look and fit.

“Thecolorisdifferent,” shesaid.“I like
it; it's comfortable and it's low-mainte-
nance. It has a bunch of Air Force logos,
and | like the rigger belt, and | love the
black T-shirt — it'svery professional look-
ing.”

Senior Master Sgt. Vicky Jones, fromthe
Bolling AFB’s11th Security Forces Squad-
ron, observed other security forces mem-
bersin the uniform.

“I likeit; the material remindsme of the
old fatigues,” Jonessaid. “It’slightweight
(and) it lookslikeit conforms better to the
body. Andit'sAir Forceblue, ooh-rah! It's
good to be back in the Air Force.”

Capt. Rachel Sullivan, from the 89th
Maintenance Group at Andrews was sur-
prised.

“They're... blue!” sheexclaimed.

Sullivan and Tech. Sgt. Thomas Stone,
also from the 89th MX G, woretheuniform
while reviewing maintenance checklistsfor
aC-9Nightingale.

Sullivan also noted that, while many
maintai ners usethelower shirt pockets, the
new uniform has only breast pockets on
the blouse.

“1 don’t carefor the (Navy) Seabee-style
hat or the embroidered T-shirt,” Sullivan
added, but she said she was otherwise

pleased with thewomen’scut.

Performance-wise, Stone
felt that “the cuffs got in the
way abit” while hewasgoing
through his maintenance rou-
tine. Contrary to Sullivan, he
did not like the belt.

In another flightline envi-
ronment, Staff Sgt. Crystal
Cardinaetried out the uniform
whileworking on aDistrict of
ColumbiaAir Nationa Guard
F-16 Fighting Falcon.

“I liketheT-shirt,” the 113th
Fighter Wing crew chief said.
The T-shirt is a black, three-
button Henley style shirt with
the Air Force logo on left
breast and the wearer’s name
embroidered on theright.

Inside Bolling’s 11th Communication
Squadron server room, Senior Airman
Brandi Wyatt recognized the new uniform’s
[ow-maintenance appeal .

photo by Master Sgt. Jim Varheg

The Air Force logo is interspersed throughout the
new Air Force test utility uniform. The blue, gray
and green tiger-stripe camouflage ensemble
includes many new features intended to increase
functionality while providing a distinctive look for
the 21st century airmen.

“It'swash and wear, and that’smy kind
of uniform,” Wyatt said.

Thewear test period officially beginsin
January, when 300 uniformswill endurethe
rigorsof Air Forcelife, indoor and out. wgr

® UNIFORM, from page 3

of thisuniform will be made after
considering the results of the test and
feedback about how it meetsairmen’s
needs,” Murray said.

According to officials, the wash-
and-wear uniformwill beeasier to
maintain and will not require profes-
sional laundering or starching.
Officiasestimatethat homelaunder-
ing will potentially save between $180
and $240 in laundry costs over the
course of ayear.

Unlikethe current BDU, the new
version comesin men’sand women’s
cuts. The separate women’s uniform
reflects the growth in the number of
women inthe service. Inthelate 1980s
women comprised less than 13 percent
of the total force; today nearly onein
fiveairmen arewomen.

Officials said that preliminary study
shows other possible advantages to
theuniforminclude:

— Using the same fabric identified

by the Marines as the optimum
meaterial for wash-and-wear character-
istics;

— A camouflage pattern that
corresponds to the jobs airmen do in
most situations that require a utility
uniform,

— Recalling the“tiger-stripe”
camouflage pattern used during the
Vietnam War, but with the distinctive
Air Forcelogo embedded into a color
schemethat preliminary testing
indicates may provide better camou-
flage.

Officialsarea so considering
maintenance-free boots and alterna-
tive T-shirts.

The uniform patterns are being cut,
with production to begin in November.
Data collection and analysis, and any
potential adjustments, will occur from
August through October 2004. A final
decision on the uniform is expected in
December 2004. If approved, produc-
tion could begin as soon as 2005, with
a phase-in date to be determined.
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B-2 Spirit drops 80 JDAM test bombs

-

|
courtesy photo

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. — A B-2 Spirit drops Joint Direct Attack
Munitions separation test vehicles over Edwards in an earlier test. On Aug. 6, a B-
2 dropped 80 inert JIDAMs during a test to increase the B-2’s operational capability.

By 2nd Lt. Brooke Davis
Air Force Flight Test Center Public Affairs

EDWARDSAIR FORCE BASE, Cdlif.
— Inaneffort toincreasethe B-2 Spirit’s
operational capability, atest force here
conducted an airborne release of 80 Joint
Direct Attack Munitions separation test
vehicles. The separation test vehicles are
inert weapons used to collect data.

The Aug. 6 test was one of more than
nine sorties flown as a build-up toward
equipping the aircraft to carry and release
up to 80 IDAMs on a single missions,
accordingto Mark Burke, 419th Flight
Test Squadron project manager. The
purpose of the build-up approach is to
reducetherisk of aircraft collision with
theweapons, explained Burke.

“The overall objective of thisprogram
istointegrate the Smart Bomb Release
Assembly and IDAM-82 into the B-2,”
said Burke. “ Thisimproved capability will
alow theB-2to carry 80 IDAMS.”

Thebrainsof the SBRA are the Smart
Bomb Rack Controller and the Stores
Management Operational Flight Program.
This allows the weapons to be released

at specific intervals, according to Burke.
The JDAM-82, a500-pound smart bomb,
isableto communicatewith the aircraft
through a cable, instructing the weapon
to strike a specific target.

The vehicles used during the drop are
not considered smart weapons because
target data will not be passed to the
weapon, said Burke. Datacollected from

each sortiewill be analyzed by theAir
Force Seek Eagle Office at EglinAir Force
Base, Fla. Officialsusethisdatato certify
the safety of new weapons on aircraft,
and the B-2 test program isrequired to
have AFSEO clearance before progress-
ing to the next release sortie.

“Onceall of thedatacollected from
the STV releaseisanalyzed by AFSEO,
the program will progressinto the demo
phase,” said Burke. “ The demo phase will
be an end-to-end test that proves the
capabilitiesof the SBRA and JDAM-82
weapons load.”

The demo phase is atwo-part mission
that will be flown from Edwardsto the
Utah Testing and Training Range at Hill
AFB, Utah, Burke explained.

The demo phasewill mark thefirst
demonstration of an airborne platform
with the maximum amount of mass-
precision capability achieved by the B-2
test program, according to Maj. William
Power, 419th FLTS project pilot.

Thefirst demo test, scheduled for late
August, will bethereleased 32 inert
JDAMsonto the IDAM complex, which
is set up to represent an operational
airfield. Thefinal demo test, scheduled
for September, will release 80 inert
JDAM-82 weapons at once with the
potential of striking 80 different targets
onthe JDAM complex. wzr

+Airman 1st Class Joshua McKinney
608th Air Intelligence Squadron
*Airman 1st Class Therese Schmidt
26th Operational Weather Squadron
+Staff Sgt. Courtney Brown

608th Air Communications Squadron
+*Master Sgt. Cornell Singleton

608th Air Support Squadron

Welcome to the “Mighty Eighth”

Thefollowing peoplejoined the Headquarters
8th Air Forceteamin August:

+Lt. Col. Jerald Mallernee

608th Air Communications Squadron
+Col. Patrick Larkin

Chief, 8th Air Force Safety

+Brig. Gen. John Bordelon, Jr.
Mobilization Assistant to the 8AF commander
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New commander rides
intotown

MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASE, Mont. —
Lieutenant General Bruce Carlson, 8th Air Force
commander (left), passes the guidon to the new 819th
RED HORSE Squadron commander, Lt. Col. Bob Staib
during a ceremony August 7. Prior to becoming the
new commander, Staib was the chief, program
management branch for the Office of the Air Force,
Civil Engineering. He replaces Col. Terry Crummett who
departed for Andersen AFB, Guam.

photo by Saff. Sgt. Shad Eidson

OperationsCenter changesname
toreflect evolving mission

By Tech. Sgt. Amanda Holland the MSOC'’s evolving mission.
Misawa Securty Operations Center Wayne Riegel, Defense Special
Representative, Japan, was guest speaker
MISAWAAIR BASE, Japan—The for the event.

Misawa Cryptol ogic Operations Center In honor of their contributions to
became the Misawa Security Operations ~ Security Hill, plankswere presented to
Center during an official christening all those who have contributed to the
ceremony July 21. MSOC.

Therenaming more accurately reflects The presenting of planksisaNaval

courtesy photo
Members of the Misawa Security Operations Center cut the first slices of cake
during the christening ceremony that officially changed the name of the center.
From left, are: From left, are: Chief Warrant Officer Gary Carmean, 403rd Ml Det.
commander; Joseph Davis, MSOC chief of staff; Col. Fred Gortler, MSOC and
373rd Intelligence Group commander; and Cmdr. Jim Brokaw, NSGA commander
and MSOC vice commander.

tradition in which those involved in
commissioning aship are given planks
fromthat ship.

Col. FredW. Gortler I11, MSOC
commander, presented plankowner
certificatesto Riegel, Col. Donald
Weckhorst, MisawaAB’svicewing
commander, Captain Radloff, Misawa
Naval Air Facility commanding officer
and severa guests from Fort Meade.

Misawa's Security Hill hasaproud
heritage and has undergone significant
changes during the past 50 years, but
none as dramatic as the transformation
that began in 2002.

“Oneyear ago, the joint workforce of
the then Misawa Cryptologic Operations
Center wasfaced with achoice.” Gortler
said.

“We could keep looking in the
rearview mirror...or we could look at the
road that lay ahead. That decision was

easy.”

“Thisceremony marked arebirth
during the 50th anniversary year of our
presence on Security Hill.”

The MSOC providescritical assis-
tance to the 35th Fighter Wing and
others who may need help during search
and rescue efforts and supports theater
and national commanders with secure
command and control communications.

In recent years, the MSOC’s mission
has evolved to maintain pace with the
rapidly changing geo-palitical environ-
ment, military threats, and, of course,
communications technology. wz¢
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Sleepless in Romania

Deployed towar, Offutt NCO returnsin Iove

By 1st Lt. Erin Kingsley-Smith
55" Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb.—
There were many speculations on what
Tech. Sgt. James Fisher would come back
with from his deployment: souvenirs, a
suntan, maybe even some stomach prob-
lemsfrom eating different food. No oneever
expected hewould return with awife.

In February, Fisher, 55th Wing Public
Affairs NCOIC, deployed in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom to RAF Fairford,
England. After two months, he forward-
deployed from the457th Air Expeditionary
Group to the 458th AEG in Constanta, Ro-
maniawhere hewas assigned to the Ameri-
can Forces Press | nformation Center. [t was
there that he met Gabriela Curt who was
employed by theAir Force and Army con-
tingent as a trandlator/interpreter.

The two worked closely together. “We
were working 12-hour shifts and had the
opportunity totalk quiteabit,” said Fisher.
“Weresalized we had alot in common with
what wewerelooking for inlife.”

One of the biggest connections between
them wastheir religion. They attended the
Orthodox Church together and Curt helped
tranglate for Fisher. “It was surprising to
find out that he was Orthodox,” said Curt.
“| started talking to him about God and we
had some very interesting conversations.”

Because they were working so closely
together, there was concern about taking
their relationship further than friendship.
But Fisher couldn’'t let the opportunity
passhimby. “I realized | wasfalinginlove
with her and told her afew dayslater.”

Curt did not want to jeopardize her job
by dating someone within the workplace.
“1 told him ‘I’ m sorry, we're working to-
gether, | can't do this,’” she said.

Fisher respected Curt’s decision and
was happy being friends. But acoupledays
later, as the two were driving to the base,
Fisher asked, “ Something’s happening be-
tween us, isn'tit?’ Curt said, “ Yes

When Fisher was transferred to a dif-
ferent department aweek later, it made purs-
ing the relationship more comfortable as

they wereno
longer deal-
ing with a
workplace
romance.
When his
deployed
unit found
out they
would prob-
ably beleav-
ing two
monthsearly
from their
originally
scheduled
six-month

rotation,
most people
werethrilled;
Fisher, for
obvious reasons, was disappointed. “|
to make adecision,” he said.

He decided to ask for permission from
Curt’s father to marry her. The only prob-
lem was that he didn’'t speak Romanian,
and Curt’sfather didn’t speak English. Curt
had to translate the request for him. With
thelanguage barrier overcomeand thefam-
ily happy for their union, Fisher officially
proposed to Curt by a church overlooking
the Black SeaMay 20.

The next challenge was to plan awed-
ding and acquire the necessary documents
so Curt could move to America after their
wedding, all while Fisher wasredeploying.
“We decided I’d come back in July for the
wedding.” After aquick stop back hometo
complete his redeployment checklist and
weed through approximately 1,615 e-mails,
Fisher was back on aplaneto Romania.

The ceremony was a joyous occasion,
“like my ‘Big Fat Greek Wedding' x 3,”
grinned Fisher. There was still tension
about whether the couplewould return to-
gether or the now Mrs. Fisher would have
towait another few monthsfor avisa. They
traveled to the Embassy in Bucharest to
provide proof of their relationship. Their
love and dedication to each other was ap-
parent to the Embassy officials, and they

. courtesyphoto
Tech. Sgt. James Fisher and his bride, Gabriela, exchange their
vows June 29 at the “House of Marriage” in Constanta, Romania.

had

were granted the visa. “We walked out of
the Embassy and just held each other,” said
Mrs. Fisher.

For someone who has never even been
outside of Romania, traveling to the United
States was quite an adventure for Mrs.
Fisher. “Wetook acab from one airport to
another in New York. When | saw theglass
between usand the driver, | thought it was
just like what you see in the movies,” she
said. Thelarge cars, thewide freeways, the
brilliant city lightsand the enormous shop-
ping centers impressed her. What im-
pressed her most, though, was American
courtesy. “Everyone is so nice here,” she
said.

It took her awhile to get used to every-
day conveniences that most Americans
take for granted, like the dishwasher and
washing machine. She was intimidated at
first, “I’'mnot going tofitin, I’ m not going
to adjust,” she thought. But then she de-
cided that she had to settledown and learn.
“1"mfeeling much better now,” Mrs. Fisher
said.

Whileshestill missesher family and her
country, she's excited to be here starting a
new adventure with her husband. “He's
totally different than any other man | have
ever met,” shesaid. “He'swonderful.” sz
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One-to-one

Members experience firgs, make lasing memories

Photos and story by 2nd Lt.
Jennifer Taylor
552nd Air Control Wing Public Affairs

chair their entirelife and the ook
on their face asthey go swimming
for thefirst time,

Volunteersfrom the 552nd Air Control
Wing experienced thisat Camp Oneto
One, an annual weeklong day camp for
handicapped children, at Rockcreek
Children’sCampin Norman, Okla.

It all started nine years ago when the
507th Air ReserveWing called the Belle
IseLionsClub of OklahomaCity
because one of their member’shomes
had burned down. The club jumped at
the chance to help out this family by
providing them with money, food and
hotel vouchers. The 507th ARW
extended their appreciation to the Lions
Club and offered help any time they
needed it. Mr. Jack Watson, founder of
Camp Oneto One, has called on the
552nd ACW every year for help with
Camp Oneto One.

Camp One to One focuses on giving
handicapped children and their parents a
break from their day-to-day lives by
providing them with arelaxed camp
atmosphere. Mr. Watson said the costs
for handicapped camps are incredibly
high and many people cannot afford to
send their children to them. TheBelle
Isle Lions club picks up the cost to
operate the camp. Mr. Watson said the
cost is less than other handicapped
camps for children because there are no
hired counselors, and volunteers from
the Lions club and the 552™ give their
time. Whilethe club can’t providea
complete vacation, it offers a parent who
attends the camp with their child abreak.
Parents or guardians attend the camp
with their child and take care of them, but
inacamp-like setting of swimming,
naturewalks, crafts, relaxation and fun.
One parent to one child, hence the name
Camp Oneto One.

Mr. Watson said his vision for this

I magine achild confined to awheel

camp started when he was 12 years old.
He spent his summer indoors with Rose
Marie, an eight-year-old confined to her
house because she had a degenerative
brittle bone disease. He said the last
thing he would do during his visits with
her was carefully walk her to achair by a
window so she could see other children
playing outside. When heleft, he would
wait until he crossed the street to turn
and wave good-bye. Mr. Watson said
watching her from the outside has stayed
with himfor years, and it became his
driving force to start this camp.

“1 wanted the kidswho were always
inside looking out, to be the ones on the
outside playing,” said Mr. Watson. The
BellelsleLLionsclub hasmadethisdream
areality, and every year AWACS
volunteers have been there to help.

Volunteers help prepare, serve and
clean up after meals; but it isn't just
about flipping burgers and serving ice
cream. The volunteers enjoyed interact-
ing with the campers and had fun, as
well.

“Interaction with the childrenis
important because they see the same
people everyday. When someone new
comesintotheir life, itisvery specia

Airman 1st Class Sara Fournier, 552nd Training Squadron, talks to a camp-goer.

gift,” said Mr. Watson.

Camp Oneto One's primary purposeis
to serve and love the children. Airman
1st Class Sean Hall, 552nd Training
Squadron, said, “ Though we may be
busy, talking alittle time out of our days
means alot more to people than we
know.”

Airman 1st Class Sharon Knight,
552nd TRS, was one volunteer who plans
on going back to the camp next year.
“My favorite part of the camp was
working with the campers. Although
they were born with disabilities that
hinder their lives physically, it hasn’t
held them back from becoming truly
amazing, sweet people,” shesaid. “It
was also fun stuffing them with food and
playing with them in the pool.”

Camp Oneto Oneisonly one week
out of the year, but the experiences last
much longer.

“To be ableto make adifferencefor at
least one day makesall the differencein
theworld,” said Airman 1st Class Ryan
Schnepf, 552nd Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron. “It makes everything that we
did that day worthwhile. The smileson
their faceswill make mesmilefor a
lifetime.” wzr



