Cultural Resources Management

at

Barksdale Air Force Base
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Welcome to Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana !  As a newcomer to the base, you need to be aware of the diverse cultural resources which are found here and your responsibility to conserve and protect these resources.  There are two main types of cultural resources found here.  They are archaeological resources and historic buildings.

Archaeological Resources:
In order to fulfill it's obligations under Federal law and regulations, BAFB conducted a series of cultural resource surveys from July, 1995, to April, 1998, to identify sites which could be of archaeological significance.  The total acreage surveyed was 16,705 and was mostly on the East Reservation.  A total of 111 sites were found, and out of these, 18 sites were determined to be of such archaeological significance that they are potentially eligible for nomination to what is known as the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  Of the 18 sites, 5 of them are considered prehistoric, meaning before the arrival of Europeans.  They are significant because they contain information important for understanding the prehistoric record of Native American peoples.  Today, their descendants are the Caddo Indian Tribe.

There are several Federal laws which dictate how archaeological sites are to be treated.  Among these are the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, the National Historic Preservation Act, and the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 (NAGPRA).  Of recent concern to us here at Barksdale is the implementation of NAGPRA.  This law deals with requirements for the treatment of Native American remains and sacred or cultural objects of Native American origin found on Federal land.  The law also provides for the protection, inventory, and repatriation of Native American cultural items, human remains, and associated funerary objects.  No Native American remains have been found on base, but the potential for discovery does exist.  The Caddo Tribe requests that if remains are found, they be left in place and not disturbed.  The Base Cultural Resources Officer or the Environmental Flight Chief must be contacted.  The Environmental Flight will work with the Caddo for repatriation of the items.  NAGPRA provides for severe criminal penalties for looting of Native American grave sites.  This is also a violation of Air Force instructions, and it could be a court-martial offense. 

Historic Buildings
The history and significance of buildings at Barksdale Air Force Base was recognized when the base was entered into the National Register of Historic Places on April 13, 1992.  Because of the large number of historic buildings involved (over 200), Barksdale has what is known as a Historic District.  The district is unique for its properties as well as it’s planning.  Barksdale's plan is based on a Beaux-arts radial pattern developed by landscape engineer Captain Norfleet G. Bone and his assistant, Mr. Hugh K. Harris, landscape architect, in the early 1930's.  Plant materials native to the area, such as live oaks, were used in the landscape design.  The structures of the Historic District were all built between 1930 and 1941 in the French Colonial Revival Style and are characterized by terra-cotta and stucco walls, hipped and gabled red-tile roofs, French windows, and wrought-iron rails.  In addition to being architecturally significant, many of the houses in the district have been home to distinguished military families.  Under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, the National Register includes districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects significant in American history, architecture and culture.  Federal land managers must develop programs to locate, identify, and evaluate all historic properties under their jurisdiction.  All undertakings that may affect historic property must be submitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) for comment.  Small repairs on our housing are exempted from this consultation requirement through a Programmatic Agreement with the SHPO.  The bottom line for all of this, is that historic military buildings and structures, including family housing, are protected by federal law.

Points of Contact


Chief of Housing:



Ms. Barbara Watters, 6-4324


Chief of Housing Maintenance:
 



   6-4283


Housing Customer Service:



     6-4325/4288


Base Cultural Resources Officer:
:
Mr. Gary Mackey, 6-5262


8th Air Force Museum Curator/Historian:  Mr. Buck Rigg, 6-3067/5553
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